International Journal of Humanities
and Social Sciences (IJHSS) A International Academy of Science,

ISSN(P): 2319-393X; ISSN(E): 2319-3948 ‘ s ) Engineer[ng and Techno]ogy
Vol. 7, Issue 5, Aug - Sep 2018; 83-92 C tine R finrs« Mncbnttioce T G
© IASET IASET onnecling Rescarchers, INurtuning innovalions

DRESS IN CULTURE AND CULTURE AS A SIGN SYSTEM

Priyanka Virajini Medagedara Karunaratne
Fashion Design and Product Development, Department of Textile and Clothing Technology,

Faculty of Engineering, University of Moratuwa, i Lanka

ABSTRACT

The culture of any society embodies its ideas, customs, and social behavior, often evinced through the arts and
other intellectual manifestations. One aspect that is frequently overlooked is that of dress. One of the distinctive features
of the dress is that a group of people share a particular pattern or style of dress. The overall style of a dress is a
consequence of the culture of that society, and the traditions of that people. The way people dress and adorn the body with
a variety of jewelry and the method of arranging cover to the areas of the body is part of the culture. Individuals share the
ideas and beliefs in their culture and participate in the social arrangements which guide their lives through the
transmission of culture. The objective of the study is to explore the relationship in between dress and culture and to
understand dressing a type of human symbolic activity, the creation of signs and a way of giving meaning to everything
around. The research reveals changes in contextual boundaries of culture will impact the systems of signs in order to
understand the culture which predominates dress communication. The research employs depth observational studies of
visuals collected from various sources such as mural paintings belongs to 15" Century, wood and stone carvings and
visuals from travelers records.To validate data utilized many original sources of information including secondary sources
of original records of travelers, research papers and books. Cross-checking with sequence written data with similar
visuals established the reliability of data. The study isinductive and utilized qualitative method.
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